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To the Editor:
I enjoyed the lively discussion provided by Drs. Miyazaki and Petros.
Dr. Petros has appropriately observed that “the posterior urethral wall moves forward
against the anterior urethral wall during stress.” He goes on to state that this would be
contrary to my observations published in 1994.
Actually, I am quite in agreement with his observation. One of the key elements in the
continence control system, as discussed in the cited 1994 article, is the attachment of
the endopelvic fascia to the levator ani muscles so that contraction of the levator ani
can elevate the urethra. Active contraction of the levator during cough is known
electromyographically. Because the layered endopelvic fascia on which the urethra
rests is attached to the levator muscles this would force the posterior urethral wall
upwards to oppose intraabdominal pressure.
John O.L. DeLancey, M.D.
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
University of Michigan Medical Center
Neurourology and Urodynamics 16:133 (1997)
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